The patterns of the complex- and oligomannose-type glycans of uromodulin (Tamm-Horsfall glycoprotein) in the course of pregnancy.
Uromodulin was isolated from urine of three pregnant women. Urine of each donor was collected at subsequent stages of their pregnancy and at one month after gestation. Each batch of uromodulin was enzymatically N-deglycosylated and the released N-glycans were isolated, quantified and profiled by high-pH anion-exchange chromatography. In the course of pregnancy no significant changes were detected in the negative charge distribution stemming from sialic acid and sulfate residues on the complex-type carbohydrate chains of uromodulin. Furthermore, no significant changes in the molar ratio between Man6GlcNAc2 and Man7GlcNAc2 were found in the course of pregnancy, only uromodulin from non-pregnant periods showed small differences.